
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
NOVEMBER—DECEMBER 

23 November—Creative Pursuits & 
Garden Appreciation 
Lunching Maranoa Gardens 

24 November—Investors group 
by Zoom 

26 November—Book Groups 1 & 2 

1 December—Committee meeting 
Greenacres Golf Club 

3 December—Solo Group 
Christmas in Wattle Park 

7 December—Scrabble Group 

8 December—General Meeting 
by Zoom 

9 December—Canasta group 
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Margaret Cox and I met 
with Greenacres to dis-

cuss the details of our February lunch.  Although it is some 
time off we need to start planning, given there will be no 
general meeting in January.  We will be coming out with 
details after our December committee meeting and re-
questing acceptances so as we can confirm our numbers to 
the venue.  We will also be seeking confirmation from you 
regarding the January 12th lunch at the Old England Hotel. 

Now that our smaller groups will be able to meet face to 
face, it is timely to think about the measures that we need 
to take to ensure everyone’s personal safety and comply 
with Government guidelines.  Firstly, it is important to keep 
a list of all members attending group meetings, please re-
fer to the link in the Newsletter for a link to the visitor log.  
Secondly, it would be advisable to have sanitizer available 
at each meeting place.  Social distancing also needs to be 
adhered to when required.  At the time of writing it is un-
derstood that masks must still be worn. 

We enjoyed a few days up at Marysville.  The town was 
packed on Sunday with many of our fellow suburbanites 
taking the opportunity to head for the country.  The local 
businesses, particularly the bakery, were very pleased to 
welcome us all, providing them with much needed finan-
cial support.  

Ron’s Rambles 

DECEMBER 
Wendy Le Get 
Mary Marshall 
Peter Ogier 
Anne Ponsford 
Ken Purnell 

BIRTHDAYS 
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Supporting community activities within the City of 
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising. 

Investors 

Garden Appreciation & 
Creative Pursuits 
3rd Thursday / 4th Monday— 
Monday 23 November  12:30pm 

Lunch in the park. 

A fitting finale to a year 
that was (or wasn’t). 

As outside social gather-
ings are are expected  to 
allow to up to 50 people, 
(subject to announcement Sunday 22 Nov) the Gar-
den Appreciation and Creative Pursuits groups will 
gather in Maranoa Botanic Gardens at 12:30 pm. on 
Monday 23 November for a light but fun Christmas 
lunch.  Bring your own eats and drinks.  Members 
should bring their own chairs but tables will be pro-
vided. 

The weather does not look too good - rain forecast - 
hopefully not too much.  There are no undercover 
facilities, we will just have to hope for our usual 
good luck! 

The activity will be Christmas meeting and 2020 final 
activity for each group. 

Convenors:   
Elaine Provan (Creative 
Pursuits) 
Ros Sinclair (Garden Ap-
preciation) 

4th Tuesday—Tuesday 24 November, 7:30pm  
by Zoom 

The investors group will again gather via Zoom to 
review the state of their “portfolio”. 

As COVID restrictions are expected to have eased 
further, the investors are optimistic that the value 
overall will have ‘gone through the roof’.  They really 
are an optimistic group. 

Convenors:  Charlie Boschetti 
Wal Hamilton 

Book Groups 

4th Thursday—Thursday 

26 November,  2:00pm 

November reads for the 
book groups are: 

Book Group 1:  
“Metropolis” by Phillip 
Kerr—the 14th, and final, 
Bernie Gunther thriller. 

Book Group 2:   
“Bruny” by Heather 
Rose—why has the bridge 
to Bruny Island been 
blown up?. 

 

Just a reminder —— 
There won’t be a Grey Matter Weekly 
next week (for the week 30 Nov—6 
December) 
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Welfare 

Scrabble 
1st Monday—Monday 7 December 

The scrabble group will be meeting and playing 
again!  Monday 7th December at 12noon for lunch 
followed by a game. 
Please contact the host, Elaine Provan, by Friday 4 
December to confirm your attendance. 
Convenor:  Glenys Chalk. 

Solo 
1st Thursday—Thursday 3 December 

The Solo will celebrate Christmas at Wattle Park on 
Thursday 3 December. 

Details will follow. 

Convenor:  Denise Powell 

Unfortunately we still have a few people with some 
health issues. 

Judy Brophy and Phillip Pitsikas are slowly recovering at 
home but at least enjoying being out of hospital 

Angie Randall also is now home after a successful knee 
operation and is making good progress. She asked me to 
pass on her thanks for the good wishes she has had from 
the club. 

Denise Boschetti and Helen O’Brien are continuing with 
their treatment and are coping well. 

Sadly Ron Roy is back in hospital again with some more 
issues and hopefully his stay there will help resolve some 
of them. 

The club send best wishes to everyone who is not well 
and undergoing treatment or anyone who is anticipating 
a trip to hospital and wishes them a speedy recovery. 

Hopefully members who have 2nd homes have been able 
to visit them and found everything in order and enjoyed 
spending time in them. 

We have all sacrificed so much to get on top of this horri-
ble virus and let us all hope it will be rewarded with con-
tinuing good numbers and more freedoms. The promise 
of a vaccine is starting to look like a reality and a better 
2021 will be ahead of us. 

Best wishes to everyone celebrating their birthday in 
November or December. 

With best wishes to you all. Keep well and keep safe. 

Veronica 

General Meeting 

2nd Tuesday—Tuesday 8 December, 10:00am  
by Zoom 

While restrictions are gradually being reduced we 
are unable to meet together as usual until the indoor 
gathering size is greatly increased. 

Join us on Zoom for the December presentation and 
following business session. 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

The best excuse 

An Italian Mama 
Mrs. Ravioli comes to visit her son Anthony for din-
ner.  

He lives with a female room-mate, Maria. 

During the course of the meal, his mother couldn't 
help but notice how pretty Anthony's room-mate 
was. 

Over the course of the evening, while watching the 
two interact, she started to wonder if there was more 
between Anthony and his roommate than met the 
eye. 

Reading his mum's thoughts, Anthony volunteered, "I 
know what you must be thinking, but I assure you, 
Maria and I are just roommates.'' 

About a week later, Maria came to Anthony saying, 
"Ever since your mother came to dinner, I've been 
unable to find the silver sugar bowl. You don't sup-
pose she took it, do you?" 

"Well, I doubt it, but I'll email her, just to be sure." So 
he sat down and wrote an email: 

Dear Mama, 

I'm not saying that you "did" take the sugar bowl 
from my house; I'm not saying that you "did not" take 
it. But the fact remains that it has been missing ever 
since you were here for dinner. 

Your Loving Son, 
Anthony. 

A few days later, Anthony received a response email 
from his Mama which read: 

Dear son, 
I'm not saying that you "do" sleep with Maria, and I'm 
not saying that you "do not" sleep with her. But the 
fact remains that if she was sleeping in her OWN bed, 
she would have found the sugar bowl by now. 

Your Loving Mama 

Moral:   Never Bulla Shita your Mama 

On Your Bike! 

The --Donvale Hill Probus 
Club is attempting to get a 
Bike Riding group up and 
pedalling.  They only have 
3 people at the moment 
and are looking for mem-
bers of any other clubs that may be interested in 
joining their cyclers to make the riding group viable/ 
larger. 

Could anyone interested contact their Secretary- 
Graeme Stevens. stevens.graeme@westnet.com.au 

For the shutdown in SA, 
families have been asked to 

send only the head of the 
household when shopping 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-best-excuse.mp4
mailto:stevens.graeme@westnet.com.au
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Our thanks to Boroondara for their support 

of our club and its activities 

Walking for enjoyment Discussion—Online 
learning 

Well Roy certainly led us 
into the unknown in terms 
of what to do, and how to 
do it, when things go 
wrong with one’s comput-
er……… and they do from 

time to time, so knowing how to recover is very 

important. 

Roy led us over the areas of establishing restore 
points and back-up and the 
many built-in tools within 
the Microsoft Windows 10 
system. 

We looked at a range of 
the tools including  

Startup Repair 
System Image Recovery 
System Restore 
Command Prompt 
Startup settings—Safe Mode 
and 
Go back to previous build. 

We looked at the Task Manager and just how many 
processes are being run behind the scenes on the 
computer allowing it to 
perform the tasks we 
want, and also trouble-
shooters. 

As the most common com-
puter systems being used 
today are based on the Microsoft operating system, 
knowledge of what to do in case of a problem and 
what tools are available is particularly important. 

Perhaps a ‘hands on’ session or two might be valua-
ble when we’re able to actually get together for such 
activities. 

Convenor:  Roy Price 

Out to enjoy the great weather and gather for our 
first open face-to-face activity since the COVID re-
strictions were eased a group of walkers met beside 
the Wombat Bend Play space for a river-side walk. 

We crossed the river on the suspension bridge and 
headed for the Westerfolds Park area.  Our walk led 
us to the observation platform. 

A lovely walk ! 

Of course, a 
walk’s not a walk 
without a coffee 
afterwards.  
Numbers meant 
we had to spread 
over a couple of 
tables at Carlucci’s Restaurant where we experi-
enced the ‘high tech’ contact tracing system of the 
QR code.  (a learning exercise for some of us as our 
phones weren’t 
set up to recog-
nise QR codes). 

Leader:   
John Astle 

Some of our walkers at the observation 
platform 

The 2020 look 
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Please ensure you have a patron contact log at any/all activities and events for the foreseeable future 

For more detail about COVID safe plans and registers go to: 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/covidsafe-plan  and  

To print out your own attendance register please click here >> 

Or paste this into your browser:  https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/signs-posters-and-templates?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgpeV-
PaN7QIVkMDACh3EXgFIEAAYASAAEgIls_D_BwE#record-sheet-%E2%80%94-visitor-and-
patron-contact-log 

One wonders if this sort of graphic is what 
Mr T. has been observing! 

And now —-   
the important survival information for 
the day. 

Click here for template 

http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-no-cork-screw.mp4
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-09/Record-sheet-Visitor-and-Patron-Contact-Log.pdf


Page  7  

Grey Matter Weekly  -  23  November—6  December 

Trump That ! 
Hope you don’t mind, but as we get 

closer to the end of the US  
Presidential election the great  

variety of clever funnies may dry up. 

I think I need to use them while I 
can so here’s a few!. 

(ed) 

And a “non-trump” video—wish I’d been there 
for this concert! 

http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-nasty-dems.mp4
http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-Sagrada.mp4
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from one of our esteemed Melbourne GPs Ines 
Rio. 

https://youtu.be/A1C3aTMOLVI (no captions) 

https://youtu.be/vsWZqRHooYw (closed cap-
tions) 

Please let me know if you have the capacity to 
share this message via your normal communica-
tion channels and reaching all of your male 
members across Victoria.  I’d be happy to dis-
cuss this campaign in more detail on 0423 517 
333. 

Kind regards 

Lisa Webbe | Communications Project Manager 
(VCCN) 

Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre 

Overcoming can-
cer together 
 

Prostate cancer concern - 
public health message 
'Cancer Care Never Stops'  

Hi ... 

Thank you for your time  (…  ...)  regarding the 
concern around the cancer sector on the decline 
of prostate cancer diagnoses in Victoria due to 
the lengthy lockdown in Melbourne.  I’m reach-
ing out to the Probus Association of Victoria to 
ask for your support in sharing our public health 
message to men above the age of 50. 

The Victorian Cancer Registry has reported that 
there has been a 26% drop in prostate cancer 
notifications in Victoria, with no sign of recovery.  
It is estimated that around 1000 Victorian men 
over the past 9 months are yet to be diagnosed, 
with likelihood of significant consequences for 
some. 

In response, we have developed a public health 
campaign ‘Cancer Care Never Stops’ and we 
would like for you to share this important mes-
sage with the men in your community.  

Please find attached links to the video in both 
open and closed captions.  The voice over is 

Men—please note 

Don’t forget your mask! 

https://youtu.be/A1C3aTMOLVI
https://youtu.be/vsWZqRHooYw
http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-Masks-on.mp4
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Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.   

Marty’s Playground 
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?  
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 35 of Grey 
Matter  

1.  Virginia Woolf 1882 – 1941 The Common Reader 
(1925) ‘The Modern Essay’ 

2. William Wordsworth 1770 – 1850 The Prelude 
(1850)) bk. 1. 1. 267       

3. Saki (H. H. Munro) (1870 – 1916) Reginald in Russia 
(1910) ‘Cross Currents’ 

4. ( as above )                        The Unbearable 
Bassington (1912) ch. 13 

 Now find out who is responsible for these.  
1. Do you sincerely want to be rich? 

2. Bigotry may be roughly defined as the anger of 
men who have no opinions. 

3. I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and 
sweat. 

4. When there is no peril in the fight, there is no glory 
in the triumph. 

Steven Wright 
quotes……. born 6 

December 1955 

 All those who 
believe in 
psychokinesis raise 
my right hand. 

 The early bird gets the worm, but the second 
mouse gets the cheese. 

 I almost had a psychic girlfriend but she left me 
before we met. 

 OK, so what’s the speed of dark? 

 How do you tell when you’re out of invisible ink? 

 

BRAIN TEASERS 
Some answers I am not certain about and are open to 
scrutiny. Some I have no answer for.  If you have another 
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M. 
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the 
next issue of Grey Matter.   

Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.1 through 8 

1. Search High and Low 

2. Figure skating 

3. Hole in one 

4. Elevated railroad 

5. End over end 

6. One at a time 

7. Three ring circus 

8. No room at the inn 

Now try the next block Nos. 9 
through 16

The BoyGenius 


